C2P2 Municipal Workgroup

Conference call: Tuesday, October 7th,  2003
Participants:


Chris Major/John Sibbald, Halifax Regional Municipality


Jim English, City of Kingston


Tammy Middleton, Regional Municipality of Waterloo


Patricia Bell, Greater Vancouver Regional District


Ahmed Harris, Regional Municipality of Halton


Lynn Robichaud/Fleur Storace Hogan, City of Burlington


Fred Schaad/ Corey Davis, City of Kelowna


Jason Boisvert/Allan Mumby, City of Edmonton


Sherri Watson, Federation of Canadian Municipalities


Rodger Albright, Environment Canada – Atlantic Region

Linda Varangu, Stephanie Goom, Tania Del Matto, C2P2

Actions:

-Invite Darryl Neale of the Canadian Standards Association or a representative of the HHW Definition Task Force to attend the next Municipal Workgroup teleconference call to discuss the CSA definition of household hazardous waste – C2P2

-Circulate a one page outline along with references to US examples on P2 training Sessions for Municipal Inspectors as ‘agents of change’ - C2P2

-Circulate a one page outline on the Natural Resources Canada workshop regarding Energy Star and Energy Innovators Programs  - C2P2

-Workgroup members will be notified via the listserve when materials gathered from recent 

information requests (i.e.drainage design, ground source heat pump contamination) these areas on the 

website become available

Next Meeting:  Winter 2004.  Date to be determined.

Highlights:

1. Highlights of current P2 activities from member municipalities

Halifax Regional Municipality:

-HRM is implementing its sewer use bylaw.  Their goal is to introduce the bylaw to every company through site visits and public education through consultations.  There are 5,000-6,000 companies in ICI, about 1,000 site visits have been done.

City of Kingston:


-Sewer-use bylaw handled through the Public Utilities Commission (private 

contractor), stormwater functions back to municipality, enforcement staff for bylaw with the utility

-City was involved with delivering fines to householders regarding residential water use in the summer

-Purchasing bylaw: in the process of developing a green procurement component to it

-Energy use inventory: starting to get handle on this, will serve as a source of information for identifying potential cost savings

-Investigation stage of building a wind mill farm or City make green power purchases for its energy use

City of Edmonton:

-Looked into the possibility of working with local partners to engage in the substitution of para-dichlorobenzene urinal blocks.   Very little interest was generated in this project. 

-Continuing to work with dentists to install mercury separators

-An update was provided on how the City expenses for discharges to the stormsewer



-flat rate for residential



-rate based on land area for business 

Regional Municipality of Waterloo:


-the Business Water Quality Program and the Rural Water Quality Program are now half-way through their 5 

year program. Region is now taking a good look at the program and its success to-date, one trend noted is that 

there has not been as much money given out as was thought there would be (i.e. zero update from drycleaners, 

zero update from autobody shops).  Over the next few months, the Region will be looking at other jurisdictions 

and perhaps consider modifying the programs.


-Road salt:  Region is continuing on its research/tracking system for road salt use (The Region has been using 

a few vehicles with a GPS and electronic metering  system in order to track the level of salt used last winter 

for road maintenance.  The Region has also been involved in research programs on groundwater and has found 

that road salt is the number one problem for groundwater wells).


-Spill course for business: Region is offering a one day course for business


-Groundwater Protection Awareness Activities:  Region is revamping its awareness activities in this area.  It 

will be putting up road signs to alert the public of groundwater well protection areas as part of the awareness 

program

-Water efficiency group: the Region has a toilet replacement program and is also conducting water audits with 

a focus on hospitals


-Watering bylaw:  the Region enforces its lawn water bylaw through the issuing of warnings

-Clean Air Plan:  this document is on the C2P2 municipal page: www.c2p2online.com/municipal, has some education campaign components as well as an anti-idling policy for municipal activity

-Pesticide Working Group: the Region has been investigating the cosmetic use of pesticides on private lands

Greater Vancouver Regional District:


-Eco-industrial Networks:  the GVRD has been piloting these network in three areas: shared energy 

management, stormwater & liquid waste, and agriculture  (Jenny Moore is the GVRD contact for this 

initiative)

-Business Recognition Program/Pledge Program: the GVRD is also working on developing these initiatives 

that will reward for best business practices and encourage beyond compliance.  The target is to have this in 

place by the end of the year.

-Discharge trading: the GVRD is also exploring this idea, possibly pilot for one of the regional discharge systems

-Business Case Tool for Eco-efficiency and Smart Step program: other business outreach initiatives the 

GVRD is exploring 

-Build Smart Resource Tool kit: http://www.buildsmart.ca/ (GVRD developed this site and is delivering 

workshops)


-Pesticide Bylaw bans study: GVRD recently completed an evaluation of pesticide bylaws, report is now 

complete

Regional Municipality of Halton:


-re-examined its sewer use bylaw, new bylaw took effect March 31, 2003; new aspects include: 9 sources of 

VOCs, option to develop restrictive agreements with dischargers


-recently passed an anti-idling bylaw applicable to municipal operations

City of Burlington:


-Environmental Management Plans: conducted 27 internal workshops, will be undergoing 2nd evaluation


-Anti-idling corporate policy, next year will look at drafting an anti-idling bylaw for the entire community, 

enforcement issues may present barriers


-Clean Air Week and Waste Reduction Week:  City participated in both events, posted Idle Free Zone signs at 

municipal facilities

-Healthy Greens:  City has a naturalization strategy for municipal lands

-Smog Response Plan: participate with four area municipalities and looking to expand beyond the public 

sector

-Piloting Biodiesel:  in both vehicles and generator systems (B20 and B50)

City of Kelowna:


-Living Greener Program: continuing with residential education program with monthly ads in the newspaper


-Recovery from forest fire:  demolition and reconstruction is underway, there is an excessive amount of wood 

waste that the landfill and mills are overun.   This may require resorting to burning.  Work continues on slope 

stability to control erosion.


-Air Quality Issues:  conducted a baseline study on idling, are now developing an invention program that will 

involve the use of social marketing techniques, hoping to have an anti-idling day.  Also participate in the 

Partners for Climate Protection, completed the baseline for the City.

Federation of Canadian Municipalities:


-FCM recently adopted a position on the management of electronic waste, advocating a stewardship program, 

there is some activity on this issue within BC, Manitoba and Alberta


-FCM completed the 'Waste as a Resource Guide'


-Reminder on the Sustainable Communities Conference: February 4th-7th, 2004

2. Upcoming Roundtable in Ottawa – Guidance on Municipal Topic Areas & Call for Speakers

-The members of the workgroup were reminded of the upcoming deadline for the Call for Speakers for the next Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable in Ottawa.  If there are any specific suggestions on speakers or topic areas, to please contact C2P2.  For more information visit: www.c2p2online.com/CPPR

3. Review Information Sharing Area for Municipal Workgroup

-The members of the workgroup were directed to the new information sharing area on P2 and municipal issues.  Additional information provided by members will be posted on this area of the C2P2 webpage: http://www.c2p2online.com/municipal

-A list serve for the workgroup was also set up as a means to communicate amongst workgroup members between teleconference calls.  It operates through your existing email account.  Members can send messages to municipalwg@c2p2online.com

4. Update on Canadian Standards Association’s definition of household hazardous waste

-CSA  Standard on Household Hazardous Waste was published in September, 2003.  Final copies are available from the online CSA store.

http://www.csa-intl.org/onlinestore/GetCatalogDrillDown.asp?Parent=3455
-C2P2 will invite Darryl Neate of the Canadian Standards Association or a representative of the HHW Definition Task Force to attend the next Municipal Workgroup teleconference call to discuss the CSA definition of household hazardous waste. Further details on the history of the development of this standard can be found at www.c2p2online.com/municipal  at the bottom of the page.

This HHW Definitions Standard can be used to
(a) guide product development;
(b) develop communication programs to inform the public about which materials are HHW and how to dispose of them properly;
(c) assist in the development and encouragement of product stewardship programs; and
(d) guide the collection and disposal of HHW. This Standard is based on commonly accepted practices, codes, standards, and regulations used in Canada.
 

1.2 Exclusions
This Standard is not wholly applicable in some cases where a waste management system fails to comply with minimum requirements of applicable standards or regulations. This Standard does not
(a) provide disposal recommendations or specific labelling requirements regarding the categories of wastes it describes; (b) provide guidance on the packaging, use, or storage of domestic products within the household;
(c) address waste management systems that are outside of the regular domestic waste stream (e.g., industry product stewardship programs, special household waste collection programs);
(d) cover occupational hazards associated with the management of materials in HHW programs;
(e) specifically address the unauthorized or illegal disposal of materials (e.g., materials disposed of in municipal storm sewers); and
(f) cover substances that are used in occupational contexts.

 

5. Project Ideas: 

a.  C2P2 investigated the EcoAction fund as a source of funding for piloting this project.  The EcoAction fund's emphasis is now on climate change programs, so C2P2 will for the time being delay the investigation of funding opportunities for this project.
b.  P2 training sessions for Municipal Inspectors as 'agents of change':  

-Rationale: inspectors, permit writer, enforcement personnel, have the greatest interaction with the regulated community and therefore the best opportunities to recommend and encourage the implementation of P2

-members of the workgroup raised concerns about the liabilities associated with inspectors offers solutions, want to avoid the role of consultants

-the GVRD's permit inspectors do some of this work already, by taking P2 information with them

-Other feedback received: make the training session local, one day course

-C2P2 will circulate for feedback a one page draft of ideas on this type of training

c.
Anti-idling campaign with the trucking sector at border communities:


-C2P2 is developing a proposal to the EcoAction Fund to work with the 


Bluewater Bridge Truckers Association, lessons learned from this pilot project 


would be transferable to other border towns facing similar issues.  It was


suggested that C2P2 look into what was done by the community of Fort Erie in 


this area

d. Natural Resources Canada workshops for municipalities/small business:

    -C2P2 is exploring the idea of working with Natural Resources Canada to deliver 


workshops on the Energy Star and Energy Innovator program.  These workshops 


could be delivered to municipalities, who would then host workshops for their 


small business community

-Members of the workgroup expressed interest in this idea. C2P2 will outline some 

ideas and circulate to the workgroup for feedback

e.  Database on Municipal By-law BMPs


-C2P2 is exploring the idea of having a municipal bylaw database, it would serve 


as a complement to the FCM Infrastructure Guide for Municipalities


-C2P2 will investigate options from Infrastructure Canada


-Members of the workgroup expressed interest in the idea, it was also mentioned 


that there exists a municipal sewer use group in Ontario which has information 


collected on sewer use bylaws

6.  Updates on P2 Activities of interest to municipalities:

Pesticides: Education and Bylaws

-C2P2 is working with other partners in the research of best management practices for pesticide bylaws and education programs that are focus on reducing residential use of pesticides

Municipal Wastewater Effluent Update

-Environment Canada is now in the middle of reviewing comments received on the Proposed Notice published on June 7, 2003.  Environment Canada is considering the changes to the proposed pollution prevention planning requirements under CEPA 1999 for ammonia, inorganic chloromines and chlorinated wastewater effluents.

-Environment Canada is obligated to publish a final instrument before December 7th, 2004.

-Under the guidelines of the CCME, all jurisdictions are currently discussing the need to develop a more harmonized approach for managing wastewater effluents.  Ministers will discuss this at their meeting in late November 2003.

Please note that there is a requirement in the proposed notice for municipalities who appear to be caught under the proposed MWWE notice to monitor their effluent criteria for the CEPA toxics of concern.  Data collected in 2004 will be used to ascertain if the municipality is caught by the notice.  Please review the information in the proposed notice for further details.

7.  Other items:

City of Kingston would like to request information from the workgroup members on municipal best management practices related to drainage design issues for subdivisions.  This discussion will continue via the municipal workgroup list serve.

It was suggested that any documents collected out of information requests from the municipal workgroup (i.e. drainage design, ground source heat pump contamination) will be hosted on the municipal P2 site: www.c2p2online.com/municipal

Adjourn
