Municipal Government Workgroup Meeting

Teleconference

September 18, 2001
Participants:


Vijay Ratnaparkhe, City of Toronto


Jim English, City of Kingston


Tammy Middleton, Regional Municipality of Waterloo


Paul Drca, City of Windsor


Marian Kim, Greater Vancouver Regional District


Thomas Hersey, Erie County, New York



Bruce Suits, City of Cincinnati, Ohio


Roger Albright/Debbie Wallace, Environment Canada – Atlantic Region


Tania Del Matto/Linda Varangu, Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention
Presentations:

U.S. Local Government Workgroup



Thomas Hersey, Erie County, New York



Bruce Suits, City of Cincinnati, Ohio

Actions (to be done by C2P2):

-Develop summaries on what Canadian municipalities are doing on pollution prevention on the C2P2 website, also include resources/links/contacts 

-Continue discussions with the Federation of Canadian Municipalities for opportunities to collaborate efforts

-Facilitate an e-mail-based discussion on potential content/speakers for municipal session at 2002 Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable in Quebec City

Next Meeting: Date to be determined, Winter 2002

Highlights:

1.
Updates on current municipal pollution prevention related activities

City of Windsor

-in the planning stages of developing workshops/seminars on pollution prevention with local industry, e.g. automotive, service industry, Casino suppliers

City of Kingston


-involved in storm sewer monitoring, e.g. PCBs


-establishing partnership with local conservation authority on 

issues such as fencing, erosion control

-investigating pesticide by-law

Greater Vancouver Regional District

- The GVRD's Source Control program focuses on the reduction of contaminants and wastewater volume entering the sewerage system, and is currently looking for ways to promote P2 practices among its sewerage system users.


-undergoing a sewer-use by-law revision


-multi-media approach


-will be pursuing a voluntary pollution prevention program with a 

recognition initiative




-more information:  http://www.gvrd.bc.ca/business_info/SourceControl/SCBusiness.html
Regional Municipality of Waterloo

-Business Water Quality Program 

-The program begins with a confidential audit of each facility, 

funded 50% by the BWQP up to $18,000. The audit identifies and 

prioritizes the water pollution prevention "best management 

practices" best suited to each workplace. The BWQP then provides 

financial assistance through grants or loans to pay for a portion of 

the implemented Best Management Practices. 


For more information visit: http://www.region.waterloo.on.ca/water/index.html
City of Toronto


-sewer use by-law with mandatory pollution prevention planning


-first sector subjected to by-law is metal finishing, 80% have 

submitted pollution prevention plans

The City of Toronto council passed the new By-law 457-2000 in July 2000. In 2001 the by law has become a part of the municipal code (Municipal Code, Chapter 681, Article I).The municipal code requires P2 planning requirement for industries discharging subject pollutants listed in Appendix 2 in Chapter 681. The subject pollutant list covers substances under the Canada-Ontario Agreement (COA) Tier I and Tier II Substances List, any heavy metals listed under the MOE Guidelines for the Utilization of Biosolids and Other Wastes on Agricultural Land, or any organic compounds (to be determined) listed under the By-law. This initiative is to address the virtual elimination of persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic substances in support of Council's directive to stop sludge incineration and move towards 100% beneficial use of biosolids.

For more information visit: http://www.city.toronto.on.ca/involved/wpc/nbylaw.htm
U.S. Activities


-U.S. local government workgroup was established in 1993, came 

out of National Pollution Prevention Roundtable

-developed many tools: case studies, Environmental Compliance Manual for Local Government Operations

-conducted training sessions throughout the country

-Environmental Preferable Purchasing Project was done with U.S. 

EPA funding

-database of municipal members

-offered insight into how they went about recruiting local government members, i.e. established partnerships with NaCo, Conference of Mayors, Counties of Health Organizations

For more information visit: www.p2.org, click on ‘workgroups’

Environment Canada


-active in developing a national municipal wastewater strategy

Environment Canada-Atlantic Region has invested time and resources in motivating municipal and provincial partners on the advantages and need for at-source control, as a vital part, of any wastewater management program.  Several seminars focusing on at-source control have been provided to communities.  As a result, these communities have joined forces to advance opportunities and options for both traditional wastewater treatment and more innovative at-source control.  At-source control has been promoted to Environment Canada staff, tasked with drafting a national strategy on municipal wastewater.

2. Update on Municipal Session at June 2001 Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable in St. John’s, NFLD

-Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention provided a summary  on the outcomes of the municipal session

-it was decided that an integrated approach should be taken initially in terms of who should participate, it should be open to municipal pollution prevention practitioners

-the workgroup could provide direct input into designing the municipal session at the 2002 Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable

3.
National Pollution Prevention Roundtable – Local Government Workgroup

-U.S. Local Government Workgroup is part of National Pollution Prevention Roundtable, members meet every Roundtable

-the U.S. Local Government Workgroup was started because there was no place for local government to talk about prevention strategies

-the U.S. equivalent to FCM is NACO (National Association of Counties) they were approached as a partner and participate on the Workgroup

-workgroup approach: needs perspective, “tell us your needs”

4. Updates on partnership/network opportunities

The Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention provided a brief update on potential opportunities where the workgroup could be involved with.


-Industry Canada – EMS pilot project


-Establishing a nation-wide green procurement network with FCM and the 

Manitoba Green Procurement Network

5. 2002 Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable –Ideas for municipal session

Due to time constraints ideas for the municipal session were not explored.  However, the discussions and level of interest generated from the ‘municipal updates’ forum at the beginning of the conference call did provide a foundation for future discussions and idea generation

6. Next Steps

-Develop summaries on what Canadian municipalities are doing on pollution prevention on the C2P2 website, also include resources/links/contacts 

-Continue discussions with the Federation of Canadian Municipalities for opportunities to collaborate efforts

-Facilitate an e-mail-based discussion on potential content/speakers for municipal session at 2002 Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable in Quebec City
