C2P2 Municipal Workgroup


Conference call: Thursday, January 23rd 2003








Participants:


	Vic Lim, City of Toronto


	Jim English, City of Kingston


	Tammy Middleton, Regional Municipality of Waterloo


	Chris Major, Halifax Regional Municipality


	Paul Drca, City of Windsor


	Jason Boisvert, City of Edmonton


	Wayne Barchard, Environment Canada – Atlantic Region


Tania Del Matto, C2P2





Actions:


-Contact CELA to discuss involvement in the development of the CSA’s definition of household hazardous waste – C2P2





-Distribute contact information on the new P2 local government training delivered by the University of Wisconsin – C2P2





-Draft a terms of reference for potential P2 project on urinal blocks and circulate to members of the workgroup for feedback and interest- C2P2 





-Gas Station Self-Audit Guide – Environment Canada to provide to C2P2 for distribution





	-City of Toronto Procurement Policy – City of Toronto to provide to C2P2 for 


distribution  (now available in Municipal P2 Information sharing area below)





-Updated Municipal P2 Information sharing area:


 http://www.c2p2online.com/main.php3?section=43&doc_id=230








Next Meeting:  Spring 2003.  Date to be determined.


	





Highlights:





Highlights of current P2 activities from member municipalities





City of Windsor:


	-Sewer Use bylaw enforcement activities


		-Automotive Parts suppliers have been contacting the City asking for City 


		staff to visit their sites to ensure that they are in compliance with the sewer 


		use bylaw, the primary reason for this is that all big three automotive 


		companies require that their suppliers be ISO 14001 certified and as a 


		result must meet all pertinent regulatory requirements, which include 


		compliance with the local sewer use bylaw


	-City of Windsor’s Little River Wastewater Treatment Plant


		-anticipate ISO 14001 certification in the spring, costs involved in this I			initiative total < $20,000





	-Suggestion for C2P2’s information services: provide and promote the benefits of 


	ISO 14000 in a bigger way





City of Kingston:


	-Upcoming projects include: development of purchasing clauses, program for 


recycling batteries for internal staff and development of a new strategic plan for 


the newly amalgamated City which includes an environmental management aspect





-There is also a tender in place for fuels that are low in sulphur emissions, this 


includes fuels for City vehicles.  The City is also investigating biodiesel for transit buses





City of Toronto:


	-Sewer Use By-law update: all P2 plans from the various sectors have come in 


and the next activity will involve inspection, in particular gas stations.  The City 


will be hiring 9 new staff to conduct these inspection activities.





-Recent challenges have involved the dental community.  Over 90% have installed 


amalgam separators, the Ontario Ministry of Health was to have a regulation in 


place that would require all dentists to have installed separators, this regulation is 


unfortunately still in draft and does not contain an enforcement component.  The 


wastewater treatment plan has noticed a 71% decline in mercury.  City staff are 


now involved in developing a sampling protocol for mercury.  





City of Edmonton:


	-Looking at strategies for getting Dentists to install mercury separators





	-Looking at the issue of gas station runoff to the stormwater system, the City 


would like to contain this runoff and discharge it to the sanitary system for 


treatment, right now staff are in the process of researching best management 


practices for gas station runoff, this includes looking at sensors for hydrocarbons 


for use in monitoring the sewers





	


Regional Municipality of Waterloo:


	-the Business Water Quality Program and the Rural Water Quality Program are 


going into their 2nd full year





	-The Region has been working on addressing the issue of air quality through the 


development of an Emissions Reduction Plan.  This plan will look at building 


retrofits, alternative fuels for buses and fleet as well as a vehicle idling policy


	-The Region has been working on addressing the issue of road salt through a joint 


effort with the 3 area cities (Waterloo, Cambridge and Kitchener).  The Region 


has been using a few vehicles with a GPS and electronic metering system in order 


to track the level of salt used this winter for road maintenance.  The Region has 


also been involved in research programs on groundwater and has found that road 


salt is the number one problem for groundwater wells.





Halifax Regional Municipality:


-HRM is in the early stages of implementing its sewer use bylaw.  Their goal is to introduce the bylaw to every company through site visits and public education through consultations.





	-HRM is currently investigating best management practices for grease trap waste, 


particularly the effectiveness of bacteria and enzymes.  Presently it is estimated 


that 90% of restaurants use bacteria and enzymes.  It has been suggested by 


members of the workgroup that bacteria and enzymes do not work and the best 


approach is manually pumping the material out.  





	-As part of the Kyoto commitments, HRM is looking at idling by-laws as well as 


initiatives for internal operations including vehicles and buildings.





-The City of Windsor has an anti-idling bylaw in place, however it is impossible to enforce with traffic on the Ambassador bridge





	-The City of Kingston has an anti-idling bylaw that they enforce on tourist buses





Update on Canadian Standards Association’s definition of household hazardous waste





-The Workgroup endorsed the idea of approaching CELA to become involved in this issue.  With CELA’s involvement the workgroup could then re-approach CSA on the definition.





Review Information Sharing Area for Municipal Workgroup





-The members of the workgroup were directed to the new information sharing area on P2 and municipal issues.  Additional information provided by members will be posted on this area of the C2P2 webpage.





http://www.c2p2online.com/main.php3?section=43&doc_id=230





Upcoming Roundtable in Calgary – Guidance on Municipal Topic Areas





-The members of the workgroup suggested that speakers be brought in to discuss the lessons learned from the Industry Canada EMS pilot project and also an update on the CEPA toxics process involved with Municipal Wastewater 





Project Ideas: ‘Chuck the Puck’ campaign 





-Workgroup members were asked to report back on their interest in participating in a pilot project that would involve a municipality and local partners to engage in the substitution of para-dichlorobenzene urinal blocks.  Some municipalities indicated that they no longer use these products in their buildings: City of Toronto and Region of Waterloo.  Other municipalities were open to exploring this idea further provided they were given an outline of the project (Kingston, HRM, Edmonton)








Updates on P2 Activities of interest to municipalities:





Small Business Outreach Project:  C2P2 has just completed a demonstration site on P2 and SMEs.  Those municipalities interested in becoming involved in this project are encouraged to contact C2P2.  The site can be found at: www.c2p2online.com/smep2





Research on Municipal Sustainability Reporting: Tania DelMatto of C2P2 is presently undertaking research on the state of sustainability reporting on municipal government operations as part of her Masters thesis work.  Those municipalities interested are encouraged to contact C2P2.





Industry Canada EMS: the workshops were successfully completed.  Awaiting to hear back from Industry Canada on next steps.  





Municipal Wastewater: Environment Canada is focused on addressing the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 requirements related to the management of the Toxic Substances identified in municipal wastewater effluents. The timeline includes the requirement to propose a control or preventative instrument before June 2003.  





The CWWA has a proposal to Environment Canada that it proceed to address the issue of wastewater effluent management by formally negotiating federal-provincial agreements to manage ammonia, chloramines and chlorinated effluents using existing provincial and territorial legislation rather than introducing direct pollution prevention planning requirements on municipalities under CEPA.





The Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention along with Hydromantis has been asked by Environment Canada to do a guidance document that will help identify what the P2 Planning process would look like for those municipalities who will be caught under this proposed notice.  As part of this work, the C2P2 is looking for examples of P2 activities that municipalities have undertaken related to water use, conservation, activities at sewage treatment plants, for example P2 plan/EMS for their wastewater operations, optimization programs, UV systems in place of chlorination systems.  Interested municipalities should contact Linda Varangu (Linda@c2p2online.com).








e.  U.S. Local Government Online Training Tool: online training course is now available for use.  To request enrollment (free), simply email: gareth.betts@ces.uwex.edu











Adjourn




















 











