Municipal Government Workgroup Meeting

Teleconference

January 23rd, 2002
Participants:

Vic Lim, City of Toronto

Jim English / Paul MacLatchy, City of Kingston

Gerri King, City of St. John’s

Patrice Rother, Greater Vancouver Regional District

Tony Blouin, Halifax Regional Municipality

Tammy Middleton, Regional Municipality of Halifax

Sherri Watson, Federation of Canadian Municipalities

Wayne Barchard / John Clarke, Environment Canada – Atlantic Region

Tania Del Matto / Chris Wolnik, Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention

Actions:

-Finalize summaries on what C2P2 Municipal members are doing on pollution prevention, redistribute document to the workgroup and upload on C2P2 website

-Develop and finalize the agenda for the Municipal workgroup face-to-face meeting at this year’s Roundtable in Quebec City

-Report back on outcomes from the 2002 Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable

Next Meeting:  Date to be determined, Spring 2002

Highlights:

1. Overview of the municipal sessions at this year’s Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable

An overview of the municipal sessions at the 2002 Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable was provided.  Municipal presentations include:

· Municipal P2 – Wastewater Focus

· Federal and Provincial Regulation of Municipal Wastewater Effluents: Background and Status – Wayne Barchard, Environment Canada-Atlantic Region

· Pollution Prevention Options under the GVRD Sewer Use By-Law: Patrick Plouffe, Greater Vancouver Regional District

· City of Toronto – Sewer Use By-Law and Implementation:  Vijay Ratnaparkhe and Vic Lim, City of Toronto

· Municipal P2 – General

· Strategic and Sustainable Resource Management – Case Study: Stephen King, Halifax Regional Municipality

· Challenges Associated with Incentive-based Municipal Water Protection Programs: Eric Hodgins, Regional Municipality of Waterloo

· A Water and Energy Efficient Model Community: Glen Pleasance, Regional Municipality of Durham

· Municipal Integrated Management System: Chris Murray, City of Hamilton

· ISO 14001 and EMS Implementation for Sustainable Communities in Canada: Phil Webber, EnAble Performance Inc.

2. Discussion on potential agenda items for Municipal Workgroup Meeting at the Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable
There is an opportunity at this year’s Roundtable to have a face-to-face Municipal Workgroup Meeting on April 26th prior to the starting of the sessions.  Participants on the call were asked what they would like to see on the agenda for that face-to-face meeting.

Some common ideas included:  Road Salt Management, ‘How to get your Councilors to think Green’, Greenhouse Gas Reduction Programs and Green Procurement Policies

Other suggestions included: Where to Seek Out Funding Partnership with other Governments, Pest Management, Waste Reduction, Recognition Programs for SMEs and Incentive Programs for Brownfield Redevelopment

3. Summary of Municipal Background paper on Pollution Prevention

An overview of the intention of the background paper was provided.  It is intended to serve two initial purposes:

· An up-to-date resource that members of the working group can refer to for information and contacts

· A source of information for the C2P2 such that they are better able to serve the needs of the municipal workgroup members, i.e. information sharing and collaborative projects in the future

4. Updates on current municipal pollution prevention related activities
Participants on the conference call were asked to provide updates on P2-related activities since September.

City of Toronto

Have recently completed several workshops for various sectors, this includes: photo-finishing and publishing, healthcare, autobody and printing.  Graphs representing the number of rejected and approved pollution prevention plans will be released to the workgroup shortly.  

In terms of resources, the City has 24 full-time inspectors and 4 full-time staff involved with public outreach and the review of P2 plans.  

Outside of the sewer use by-law, the City is also working on an Environmental Responsible Procurement Policy and a Road Salt Management Plan.

City of Kingston

Looking into passing a bylaw on the cosmetic use of pesticides.  Council has directed staff to prepare a report with respect to pesticides which will be ready sometime in February.

The City is also working on a P2 document related to vehicle maintenance for the mechanics working at various city garages.  Along with a spills response plan, it will serve as a due diligence training document.

The City is also in the process of exploring opportunities for green power with budget neutral implications.  They also have an interest in building retrofit programs.

City of St. John’s

The City participated in the Salt Water City Symposium.  The City is looking to  build a primary treatment plant as part of its Harbour Plan.  

The City is also undertaking a Waste Diversion Study though the support of the Newfoundland and Labrador Waste Management Trust Fund.  

The City may soon announced a new green cabbies initiative.  

Greater Vancouver Regional District

The GVRD has been involved in a variety of P2-related projects, including:

· EcoSmart Concrete Project (www.ecosmart.ca)

· Green Buildings Initiative (http://www.greenbuildingsbc.com/index.html)

· Producing a Greenhouse Gas Action Guide for Municipalities

· Exploring Solar Thermal Heating for Community Swimming Pools

· Working on developing a P2 Recognition Program for SMEs

Federation of Canadian Municipalities


The FCM has been involved in a variety of P2-related projects, including:

· Water quality

· Green procurement guidelines

· Reducing pesticide use: this includes the Responsible Pest Management Strategy and website (www.pestinfo.ca) also presently exploring opportunities for organic landscaping accreditation

· Waste reduction: developing a best practices manual, (release date: end of May) this encompasses as its first phase an examination of current technologies and a policy overview looking at the responsibility for waste.  The second phase will focus on case studies.

Halifax Regional Municipality

Atlantic Canadian mayors attending the Saltwater Cities Wastewater Symposium in Halifax on November 24th, 2001 unanimously endorsed a draft discussion paper outlining the principles and process for developing a new national funding program for harbour clean-up projects.

The Halifax Harbour Solutions Project will provide three additional advanced-primary level plants to treat the remaining sewage, for about $260 million in capital costs.

Regional Municipality of Waterloo

The Region is moving forward with its Water Resources Protection Strategy.  The Strategy consists of an incentive program for both farmers and businesses.  

The Region is also looking at the issue of Road Salt and on how to go about reducing the use of salt.

The water efficiency program also has some incentives in place for homeowners interested in low-flush toilets and rain water barrels.

Work continues on the maintenance involved with ISO 14001 for the waste management division.

The Region is in the preliminary stages of setting up a Regional pesticide working group.  This is an effort to coordinate approaches.  Work is also underway to realizing a Regional Environmental Advisory Committee.

5. Updates on partnership opportunities
FCM Sustainable Communities Conference:  The Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention will be presenting on the topic of Municipal P2 Activities Across Canada.

Municipal CEPA P2 workshop & guidance manual (John Clarke, EC-Atlantic Reg.)
· from a regulatory perspective, pollution prevention planning becomes one of the tools  Environment Canada risk managers can use to address Schedule 1 CEPA toxic substances.

· Environment Canada is considering issuing a P2 plan Notice under CEPA 1999 with respect to Municipal Wastewater Effluents (MWWE) as a first step in a control program

· To inform interested parties and establish a base level of knowledge on the MWWE issue, Environment Canada is hosting a two day workshop in Ottawa on March 25 & 26, 2002

· Over the next few months, Environment Canada will be working with C2P2 to develop a P2 Technical Guidance Manual for MWWE 

· The intent of the Manual is to bring municipalities up to speed on P2, explain the context of how P2 affects municipalities and how to respond to a P2 notice

· The document will be used as a starting point for Environment Canada as they move toward the gazette notice process (required by June 2003) 

Industry Canada EMS update(Sherri Watson, FCM)

- 10-14 communities have expressed an interest in participating in the initiative

· municipalities have to have an intent to complete an EMS but not a commitment

· there are four working sessions planned over the course of the next nine months- the first is set for Vancouver in March prior to Globe 2002

· municipalities may participate if they interested in developing an EMS for their entire operations or just one component i.e.) New Glaslow, NS waste water treatment plant has expressed interest
Globe 2002 update on Urban Municipal session
· A two day workshop to address the strategies behind Urban Management Systems and provide public city managers with a systems approach to EMS through tools and case studies is planned as part of Globe 2002

· Nobody from the call was planning to attend Globe 2002

U.S. National Pollution Prevention Roundtable:

· an effort has been made to keep in contact with the Local Government Workgroup of the US P2 Roundtable

· the Workgroup recently completed their annual-face to face workgroup meeting

· they have two new co-chairs 

· one of their initiatives for the upcoming year was on-line training 

6. Next Steps
-make the City of St. John’s waste diversion study available to workgroup members

-Finalize summaries on what C2P2 Municipal members are doing on pollution prevention, redistribute document to the workgroup and upload on C2P2 website

-Develop and finalize the agenda for the Municipal workgroup face-to-face meeting at this year’s Roundtable in Quebec City

-Report back on outcomes from the 2002 Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable

