Municipal Government Workgroup Meeting

Teleconference

May 22, 2002
Participants:

Vic Lim, City of Toronto

Jim English City of Kingston

Gerri King, City of St. John’s

Paul Drca, City of Windsor

Tony Blouin/ Stephen King, Halifax Regional Municipality

Tammy Middleton/Kim Kitagawa, Regional Municipality of Waterloo

Wayne Barchard, Environment Canada – Atlantic Region

Tania Del Matto / Linda Varangu, Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention

Actions:

· Distribute to the workgroup a draft letter regarding the Canadian Standards Association’s definition of household hazardous waste 

· Finalize CSA letter and submit by early June

· Notify members when the CCME NPE soil guideline becomes available (likely over the summer)

· C2P2 will further explore and pursue opportunities that workgroup members have identified

· C2P2 will continue to build resources/examples for municipal P2 within www.c2p2online.com
· C2P2 will write and distribute for comment/feedback an article profiling Canadian municipal P2 activities

Next Meeting:  Date to be determined, Fall 2002

Highlights:

1. Outcomes from the 6th Annual Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable in Quebec City

An overview of the face-to-face municipal workgroup meeting at the CPPR was

provided.  Highlights include:

· Canadian Standards Association’s HHW Definition

· Concerns regarding the CSA’s efforts to-date and its implications for sewage treatment plant owners.

· Potential role of the C2P2 municipal government workgroup to voice collective concerns in letter to CSA

· Overview of Common Priority P2 Issues for Municipalities

· Common hot topics included: Road Salt Management, How to get Councillors to Think Green, Green Procurement Policies and CEPA P2 Planning for municipal wastewater effluent.

A discussion was lead on the collective concerns regarding the CSA’s efforts to define household hazardous waste.  Common concerns included:

· CEPA Planning Process for Municipal Wastewater

· Contravention of Sewer Use By-laws

· Homeowner Awareness

· Category 2 List

· Product Stewardship

Participants on the call agreed and supported the idea of drafting a letter outlining their concerns about the CSA’s HHW definition.  C2P2 will take the lead by circulating an initial draft and requesting feedback and supportive data from municipal members.  The deadline for having the letter to the CSA would be early June.

The C2P2 also updated the workgroup on the CCME Soil Quality Guidelines.  The Soil Quality Guidelines Task Group has recently approved the NPE soil guideline.  The fact sheet is just back from translation and will be off to the Environmental Planning and Protection Committee for approval.  The fact sheet will be published in the next update of the Canadian Environmental Quality Guidelines, but should also be posted on the CCME website once it is approved by EPPC.  That will probably occur over the summer.  C2P2 will notify members once this guideline becomes available.

2. Discussion on the objectives/deliverables for the workgroup
C2P2 initiated discussions regarding objectives/deliverables for the workgroup.  The purpose of this discussion was to provide C2P2 with sufficient information to investigate opportunities for funding a project.  Participants on the call were asked to focus on:

· Information/Knowledge gaps that presently exist in the field municipal P2

· Areas where additional assistance may be helpful

· Potential projects that could involve the workgroup members directly as participants or in an advisory capacity

Suggestions were solicited from all group members and include the following:

a. Road Salt Management: the group decided that sharing information on this issue would be of benefit.  The C2P2 will provide an area on the www.c2p2online.com website to host this information for the municipal members

b. Model Municipality:  various members of the group indicated that there is a need to have information that profiles a model municipality, i.e. mission statement, model resolution, fiscal benefits of P2 & sustainability.  This information would be useful to incorporate into presentations to council and other decision makers.  The C2P2 will explore opportunities on this front and within a Sustainability Reporting context.

c. Outreach package to Teachers: the need was raised to have a standard outreach package to teachers, outlining how your community can go green.  The Region of Waterloo indicated that they have worked with the local school board and have a package in place.  C2P2 will follow-up with the Region of Waterloo.

d. Green Purchasing Database:  some municipalities echoed the need to pursue a green purchasing database along with supporting information on how to evaluate products and be informed of new products that have environmental benefits.  This is something that the C2P2 will continue to explore with FCM and other partners.

e. Social Marketing Approach:  it was suggested that this approach works best when addressing homeowner outreach.  More information / projects need to be done in this regard.  Charity Car Washes were brought up as a potential area for an education program.

f. Other Information Sharing topics: electronics recycling, awards programs for municipalities

3. Updates on Upcoming Events/Opportunities

a. Great Lakes Regional Pollution Prevention Roundtable  (August 26-28, 2002)

· Opportunity to have a workshop on Local Government Training on August 26th
· Description: P2 and Environmental Compliance for Local Governments.  This training will overview the document "Profile of Local Government Operations" and provide basic compliance information for local governments.The workshop's focus will be on reviewing P2 suggestions to meet and go beyond these compliance requirements.  Sectors covered include environmentally preferred purchasing, wastewater and stormwater issues, pesticide management, vehicle maintenance, solid waste management, construction and maintenance operations and local government regulatory programs. 

· Members please indicate to C2P2 your interest in this workshop

b. Article Profiling Municipal P2 Activities Across Canada

· The C2P2 will be writing an article over the summer about municipal P2 activities in Canada.  Members may be approached to supply additional information as well as feedback.  The article will be submitted to newsletters and potentially Environmental Management Journals or magazines.

c. Sustainability Reporting for Municipal Governments

· The C2P2 has developed a draft proposal that seeks funding to build capacity within the municipal sector for sustainability reporting.  The C2P2 will pursue potential funders in the coming months.

d. Small Business Outreach

· The C2P2 has received funding from Environment Canada-Ontario Region to conduct P2 outreach to SMEs.  Potential outcomes of this project include online P2 training to SMEs.  Municipalities could be potential partners should they be interested in outreach projects with SMEs.

e. Industry Canada EMS Initiative

· The next workshop is scheduled for June 3-4 in Hamilton.  Please contact Amanda Kramer for more information at:  Kramer.Amanda@ic.gc.ca
f. Municipal Wastewater 

(
C2P2 has assisted Environment Canada on the development of a draft guidance document to assist primarily smaller municipalities develop a P2 plan for their municipal wastewater effluent as per the proposed CEPA notice.  Environment Canada will be hosting consultation workshops with stakeholders across Canada this summer. 

g. Municipal Management Tool Package to Implement Plant Health Care Programs

· The second draft of the tool package is now complete.  An online forum has been created on the Responsible Pest Management website.  Participants of the Municipal Forum will be notified shortly.

h. U.S. Local Government Workgroup

· The University of Wisconsin Extension has developed an online course entitled: Pollution Prevention and Environmental Compliance for Local Governments

· The course is currently being reviewed and is expected to be available to the public by July

4. Next Steps
· Distribute to the workgroup a draft letter regarding the Canadian Standards Association’s definition of household hazardous waste 

· Finalize CSA letter and submit 

· Notify members when the CCME NPE soil guideline becomes available (likely over the summer)

· C2P2 will further explore and pursue opportunities that workgroup members have identified

· C2P2 will continue to build resources/examples for municipal P2 within www.c2p2online.com
· C2P2 will write and distribute for comment/feedback an article profiling Canadian municipal P2 activities

