HIGHLIGHTS FROM DAY 1

Opening Morning

The Summit began with Marianne Lines, Executive Director of the Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention, welcoming participants and stating that now is the time for participants to pursue their pollution prevention (P2) “hopes and dreams”. Ms Lines drew a connection between P2 action and the global context of the environment and world economy. With people from so many different countries and organizations here in one place, she encouraged all participants to continue to ask themselves what can be done collectively to strengthen and broaden pollution prevention implementation.

Mayor Pierre Bourque welcomed Summit participants to Montreal, presenting an overview of the city’s charms and accomplishments and some examples of  good environmental management at the municipal level.

Keynote speaker, Ray Anderson, told of the “spear to the chest” he felt when he read Paul Hawken’s book, The Ecology of Commerce. The experience gave him the inspiration to restructure his corporation according to seven sustainability principles including:

· Eliminate waste

· Avoid using or producing and toxic substances

· Aim for closed-loop recycling

· Be energy efficient and drive the process using renewable energy

· Deliver products and transport people in a carbon-neutral way

· Be aware of the outside links of your process (e.g. suppliers, customers) and encourage them to make choices based on sustainability

· Re-invent commerce itself (e.g. provide a service rather than a product)

Mr Anderson expressed his firm belief in being an example and creating examples that will help others to see the benefits of pollution prevention. His personal motto, “brighten the corner where you are” reflects this.

Madame Jacqueline Aloisi de Larderel reported out on the outcomes of CP6 (see October 18th newsletter).

