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What is EHAP ?

* The Environmental Home Assessment Program Is an
educational initiative for approx. 400,000 rural NS
residents using their own on-site sewage disposal
system, private water supply and home heatingaok.t

EHAP has a grant component for lower income
households (less than $50,000/year) to repairfcepla
their sewage system.



Why do it ?

*\Written materials have been available for manyyea
yet many residents have suffered from prematurely
failing sewage systems and heating oil tanks affdrsu
from poor drinking water quality. Why?

- sewage systems are being poorly used and
maintained

- olls spills are occurring that could easily be
prevented

- well water is not being tested



Other “why do it ?”

One-on-one Visits provide opportunity for
guestion/answers

Subsequent owners usually do not have the benefit
of having the sewage system and well
documentation available to them

Urban sprawl — urban people are moving to rural
homes without understanding of their own mini-
utilities.

Urbanites general use more water and overload
sewage systems and empty their water supply



Why provide grants ?

1. Incentive to fix an environmental and public hieal
concern

2. Most people want to comply but simply do not have
the financial ability



How does the program work ?

NSDEL contracts Environmental Non Governmental
Organizations (ENGO’s) to deliver the one-on-one
Home Assessments (by RFP)

ENGO'’s are given Home Assessment kits to bengft
homeowners (see next slide)

ENGQO'’s are invited by homeowners to do a sité vis

ENGQO'’s go through a checklist that includes the
collection of iInformation that is returned to NSDEL

If a sewage malfunction is found then a grant
application is completed and left with client



Home Assessment Kits

«Six fact sheets on water conservation & sewageBys
maintenance

*Booklet on private well water

*Booklet on oll tanks

«Sewage tank pumping coupon

«Sewage system friendly cleaning product
*\Water conservation Kit

*Test Your Well Water fridge magnet
*Test Your Well Water calendar stickers



How Is the program promoted ?

*Press release with the program launch (Oct. 24/06)
*Ads placed in local and provincial newspapers

NSDEL web site:
WwWWw.goVv.ns.ca/enla/airlandwater/homeassessment.asp

ead In TV Guide channel

*Posters & brochures to Community Services, NSDEL
Inspection Division, Mun. Building Dept.’s

*Trade shows
*ENGO'’s also promote the program locally




How does the $3000 Grant work ?

«Starts with ENGO identifying sewage system failure
- ENGO goes through a checklist based on risk to
environment and public health

- leaves an application form for homeowner to
mail in to NSDEL

*Program Coordinator processes application by:
- verifying property ownership
- verifying income meets program criteria
of < $50,000 annual household income



Grant Paper Trall ?

Grant application Recelived letter. Also note tnat
NSDEL Approval needed and that there is also a.Dept
of Community Services grant possibility

*Grant accepted letter states terms of obtainragtg
- Cert. of Installation after construction is done
- Invoices from consultant & installer
- new technology be installed where applicable



Partnhers

Dept. of Community Service
- similar grant so we join where applicable
*ENGO’s

- deliver the key messages

- collect data for us to measure success
Environmental Monitoring & Compliance Division

- EHAP assists compliance with “carrot”




L ast Year's Results

*400 Home Assessments completed by ENGOs as
budgeted

/0 grants committed

*Also funded septic system research



This Year's Budget

1000 Home Assessments

200 grants

eCost of $1.5m



Challenges

*\Water Testing expectation

«Confidentiality of clients

*Property ownership

Home Based Businesses

Clients must have both sewage system and privalie w
*No grant to connect to municipal services



Room for Expansion

Radon gas — already added this year
Household Hazardous Waste

*Toxic Reduction

*\Well grants

Qll splill cleanups

Home based businesses
*Pesticide/fertilizer education
*\Waterfront development



Questions/discussion ?

«Steve Conway, EHAP Coordinator
*(902) 424-4034
econwaysj@gov.ns.ca




