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Sustainable Consumption
IN North America??

Jack Luskin, University of Massachusetts Lowell
Program for the Practice of Sustainability
Toxics Use Reduction Institute

Jeffrey Barber, Integrative Strategies Forum



The Problem
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Where do we start?

“The world we have made as a result of the
level of thinking we have done thus far,
creates problems we cannot solve at the
same level of thinking at which we created

them.”

Albert Einstein




Sustainable Consumption and Sustainable Production:
Two sides of the same coin




LEAD WARNING

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

Amid Health Concern, Nail-Polish Makers Switch Formulas

04/19/2004
B-1

San Francisco Chronicle

Thursday, September 20, 2007
Environmental groups petition U.S. to regulate air fresheners

Jane Kay, Chronicle Environment Writer




A Systems Look at Sustainable
Production and Consumption
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Production Consumption
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The Story of Stuff

http://www.freerangestudios.com/about-us.html




Strategic Priorities for
Promoting Sustainable
Consumption in North America




Strategy

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

W hunuA
The Free Encyclopedia

A Strategy Is a long term plan of action designed
to achieve a particular goal... Strategy Is

differentiated from tactics or immediate actions
with resources at hand... Strategy Is about
choice, which affects outcomes.




Where should our strategy focus?

Environmental
r & social impacts

The Driving
players factors

k Policies & J

TEUNYES

Where do “we” come together to focus on strategy?
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Five strategic priorities

|dentify, map and support local and
national initiatives.

Encourage national dialogue on SPAC.

Develop national policy framework and
strategy.

Organize North American regional SCP
Roundtable.

Establish a Transatlantic dialogue.




1. Identify, map and support initiatives

Find ways to appreciate, encourage and support the
work being done in each country by citizens & citizen
groups, business, universities, and others.

ldentify and map local and national initiatives
contributing to and promoting sustainable consumption
and production in each country.

Study their dynamics, interactions, obstacles and ways
to improve their individual and overall effectiveness.

Find ways to support those efforts financially, technically,
culturally.

Help expand, develop and analyze the North American
Sustainable Consumption and Production Database.




Resources

http://nationalchildrensstudy.gov/ US Gov't study of the environment
And children’s health

http://www. Toxfreehome.org Toxics in house hold products

Student created website on

http://www.Greenanswer.org
sustainability

http://www.healthyenvironmentforkids.ca Canadian website on the
environment and Children’s health.

http://www.freerangestudios.com/about-us.html g&r;e jietsiiciion e lenidl

International NGO website on
Sustainable Production &
Consumption

Website for NASCA

http://icspac.net/

http://nasca.icspac.net/




North American Sustainable
Consumption Alliance (NASCA)

Created 2001

Representation at 15t meeting
Government, NGOs, Academia

From Canada, Mexico, US

Support from CEC, Environment Canada,
UMass Lowell
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Featured projects
Home

What is sustainahle
production
and consumption?

Towards a North American Framework for Sustainable Production and Consumption

A growing effart by members of NASCA and ather stakeholder groups to develop a regional

Projects framework to improve cormmunication, collaboration and support for sustainability initiatives in

+ N. American Morth America. One result is the statement "Producing and Consuming in Horth America. "
Sustainable =
Consumption North American Sustainable Consumption and Production Datahase
Database

+ Proposed A resource for citizens to learn about projects aor initiatives that they can support, join, or replicate
projects in their own community, the database highlights SPALC initiatives and programmes throughout

! Marth America.
About NASCA e : '
’ The NHorth American Sustainahle H 1 -» Find out more...

= :U:Sa::f? Consumption Alliance {(NASCA) is 195 prOJeCtS “Sted "

SR = a strategic partnership of people
stiastsmn = and organizations who are working to

o NAS?:";E promote more sustainable consumption patterns in Mexico, Canada, and the United States. Our mission is to facilitate information exchange,

communication and outreach and collaborative action around sustainable consumption.

parthers

*+ Press
releases STATEMENT ON "PRODUCING AND CONSUMING IN NORTH AMERICA™ RELEASED

+ Report

= Bagﬂgrsnund September 3, 20053. On Labaor Day, MASCA and ather stakeholder groups released their collective statement "Producing and Consuming
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NASCA Partners

Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention
Canadian Institute for Environmental Law
& Policy

Center for A New American Dream
Centre for Indigenous Environmental
Resources

Clean Production Action

Colectivo Ecologista Jalisco

Consumers Union

Container Recycling Institute
Cooperative Coffees

Earth Day Network

Environment Canada - National Office of
Pollution Prevention

Global Action Plan for the Earth
Grassroots Recycling Network

Green Seal

INFORM Inc.

Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
Integrative Strategies Forum

International Council for Local
Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI)

My Sustainable Canada

North American Commission for
Environmental Cooperation

One Earth Initiative

Product Policy Project

Red Ambiental Juvenil de Yucatan A.C.
(RAJY)

Secretaria de Medio Ambiente Y Recursos
Naturales (SEMARNAT)

Statistics Canada

Terrachoice Environmental Services Inc.

United Nations Environment Programme

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Universidad Andhuac de Xalapa

University of Massachusetts Lowell (Program

for the Practice of Sustainability)

University of Sonora

World YWCA

Worldwatch Institute




NASCA Potential

Provides an infrastructure for future
collaborative activities

Play a role in the development of a
cooperative regional framework for
sustainable consumption and production




2. Encourage national dialogue

We all need to better understand and respond to the

need and challenge of sustainable consumption and
production.

We need to inform ourselves and talk to each other.

Our future depends on understanding and addressing

the forces driving our major environmental and social
problems.

To understand SPAC is not “jargon” but the solution.
Not an “issue” but a national priority and objective.
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3.

Develop national policy framework

Governments needs to work its way through the
jungle of competing and short-term interests.

Develop and coordinate policies addressing the
new challenges and opportunities of the century.

Wit
pro
\Y[e)

N solutions aimed at the roots of the nation’s
olems, not simply the immediate impacts.

nilizing and supporting the movements of

citizens and organizations with that vision.

Move from framework to strategy to
Implementation.




Sustainable development strategies

/

Zib\




4. Organize regional public SCP
Roundtable

Focus on the need, challenge and opportunity of
sustainable consumptlon and production of
countries and the region.

Review and showcase the movement of citizens,
organizations and initiatives addressing this

challenge.
Acknowledge our impact on the rest of the world.
Explore ways of working together, sharing.

Linking our dialogue with similar regional
dialogues taking place around the world.

Develop North American regional framework for
cooperation
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WHY QIL 15 SO VOLATILE s | THE PERILS OF MENTORING 700

BusinessWeek

L ]

Imagineaworld

in which socially responsible and eco-friendly
practices actually boost a company’s bottom
line. It's closer than you think. eveeveescanon msn

Business Week January 29, 2007




PROPOSAL

ADVOCATE

ASEESSMENT

PROPOSAL

ADVOCATE

ASSESEMENT

Push for egu ations from Unli El]’ Qurces Wanyindustry groups and manufaciurers have joined advocacy groups to call for new federal health and safety mandates.

Popcorn flavoring

Limit workplace exposura
ta diacetyl, which is usad
ta artificially flavor
MIGTOWEVE POREOm
Flavar and Extract
Manufacturers Associa-

tion of tr‘e Unned Siales

Hu ﬂdreds -::.E wurkers
have damaged lungs and
some have died from
diacetyl exposure. Unions
and the industry are now
pushing the mandate,
The tederal government
has opposed it,

Fresh produce, spinach
Farming rules to fight
food-barne diseases

United Fresh Produce
Association, Grocery
Manuiamurers Asswanun

Nier 2(}E Dcﬂl-::u..ltl:urear:s
in 11 years, the industry
producers decided that
voluntary standards were
nat working and proposed
mandales

The Bush administration
has so far laken no action,

Cigarettes

Allow thae FDUA. to requlate
manufaciure and market-
ing of tobacco products

Altria Group, owner of the
cigaretie manufacturer
F'hlllp Moirris

Legns ation is pen{:lng in
Congress, Critics say this
is a bid by Philip Morris to
to waaken opposition (o
cigarettes by working with
the governmeni and could
alse help the company
maintain its market share,

Cigarette lighters
Mandate standards o
prevent flaring flame,
excessive flame haight
and other hazards
Lighter Association,
BIC Corporation

American lighter manu-
facturers, which generally
make lighters that comply
with voluntary standards,
wani the mandate so that
Chinese imports must
camply oo

Toys

Mandate premarket tesis
ta find hazards like lead
paint or small paris that

can lead lo rhoklng

T-:ny Indusw Assrn-:latlon
made up of the nation’s

Tesl:lng by major manu-

facturers is insufficient;
olher smaller companies
do little or no tests. Plan
is to create a stronger
standardized lesting
system for all toys.

Children's jewelry

A ban on anything mare
than a trace lavel of laad in
children’s jewelry

Maticnal Bulk Vendors
Asscciation, Fashion
Jewelrv Trade Assooiation

Bﬂnred 1rc|m paint. lead

iz still widely found in
children’s jewelry. The
environmental group Sierra
Chub proposed the ban,
and the industry has
endarsed it, The govern-
ment has not taken linal
action,

Flreworks

Mandatory testing to
ensure hat fireworks do
nat explode in an
unexpected way

American Fireworks
Standards Laborsatory, an
lnuus1r:.' trade group

Abaut HU percent of
imported fireworks, most
made in China, are
already tested, but the
remaining share is
believed 1o be respon-
sible for many accidentis

Antireeze

Add bittering agent to
help prevent children and
pets from ingesting sweet
but poisonous product

Consumer Specially
Products Association, an
lr*duslr'_.' trade group

Some enwr-:nnn'lenlahsts
are concerned that
bitterant might pallute
water supplies; others
obiject to liability protec-
ticn provided 10 industry
Inclustry group had once
opposed the mandate,

Automoblles

Inzreases in fual efficiency
requirements, with
separate standards for
cars and light trucks

Alliance of Automaobile
Manufaciurers

The arganization submit-
ted its proposal this
summer after it looked as if
a tougher mandate was
going to pass the Senate.
Incdlustry plan was widely
mocked as too litlle, too
late

CO02 emisslons
Reduce carbon-dioxide
emissions that are
accelerating global
warmlng

United States Climate
Action Partnership

Realzing state and

federal legislation is likely,
majar corporations formed
the alliance wilh environ-
mental groups (o
advocate for and play a
rale in negotiating a
nafional deal

Light bulbs

Ban corventional bulbs
and replace them with
energy-efficient bulbs

Philips Lighting, General
Elactric, ervironmental
groups

Cahfn::nrma is n::cnr!-mdcrnng a
ban, helping motivate the
meowve 1o create a national
standard. Congress may
add the proposed ban o
a pending energy bl
disagreement centers on
how quickly to ghase itin.

Mortgages
Curtail predatony
mortgage lending

Mortgage Bankers
Association, Appraisal
Insfitute, industry groups
Industry groups backed
legislation in Congress to
fight high-cost, decep-
tive morigages, bul it was
blocked after consumer
adwvocates and state
officials said it would pre-
empt stronger state laws,

All-terrain vehicles
Mandaie standards like
braking and suspension
systerns and safety
qucahnn

Spmall',f "-fehucle
Institute of America, an
ln{iu:=,1r§|-I group

Lu:u.-.-er pflc:»e-:l pnrls ::uf
Chinese A TVs often
ignose voluntary
standards. Safety
advocates say itis
insufficient, as a hazard
with ATVs is children riding
adull-size machines,

Uphalstered furnliure
Make furniture more
resistant to fire caused by
cigareties and other
5mulderlng iterns

American Home
Furnishings Alliance

Fire safety officials call
the industry proposal
flawed, as it does not
prevent fires caused by
open flames, such as
candles of lighters.

THIE MEW YORE TIMES

New York Times, 9/15/07




Producing and Consuming in North America:
A Call for Action and Leadership on Sustainability

Statement produced by participants of the experts w orkshop "Towards a North American Framework for
Achieving Sustainable Production and Consumption,” in Washington, DC on May 31 - June 1, 2005

Time for North America

It is time for North Americans to join the global dialogue and take the necessary action to make our
countries' production and consumption practices sustainable. Leadership on sustainability is needed at
all levels, from the local to national and international. We call on decision makers and our fellow
citizens to take responsibility and action as globa | citizens to create and support a culture and
economic system based on sustainable policies and p ractices.

Despite many obstacles, the idea of  sustainability is gradually taking root around the world. As a
framework balancing social, environmental and econo mic priorities, sustainability offers a
means towards achieving a better quality of life fo r everyone, including future generations. In
turn, there is a growing understanding that global security depends on sustainable development.
Standing out among the world's regions in its leade rship role within the global economy, North
America has a unique opportunity as well as respons ibility in taking the lead on sustainability

Yet in North America, as well as in other regions, sustainability remains on the sidelines of
education, government and corporate policymaking. M any citizens and officials remain unaware
or undecided about the necessity of sustainability. At the same time, advertising and mass media
portray the "good life" as an endless shopping spre e with no costs or consequences and no

meaningful alternatives. http://icspac.net/




5. Establish a Trans-Atlantic dialogue

We also need to talk with the rest of the
world.

A Trans-Atlantic Dialogue would allow us
to exchange ideas and experience,
collaborations and partnerships aiming
beyond our economic competitive aims.




So..

These are exciting times:
We are at a “Tipping Point”

There are lots of SCP Initiatives/projects
ongoing in North America

We need to connect them to each other
Then to the rest of the world.
And you are all part of the movement!







Resources

http://nationalchildrensstudy.gov/ US Gov't study of the environment
And children’s health

http://www. Toxfreehome.org Toxics in house hold products

Student created website on

http://www.Greenanswer.org
sustainability

http://www.healthyenvironmentforkids.ca Canadian website on the
environment and Children’s health.

http://www.freerangestudios.com/about-us.html g&r;e TEloEIE el Ve Sl

International NGO website on
Sustainable Production &
Consumption

Website for NASCA

http://icspac.net/

http://nasca.icspac.net/




