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Sustainable Consumption 
in North America??

Jack Luskin, University of Massachusetts Lowell
Program for the Practice of Sustainability 

Toxics Use Reduction Institute

Jeffrey Barber, Integrative Strategies ForumJeffrey Barber, Integrative Strategies Forum



The ProblemThe Problem



“The world we have made as a“The world we have made as a result of the result of the 
level of thinking we have done thus far, level of thinking we have done thus far, 
creates problems we cannot solve at the creates problems we cannot solve at the 
same level of thinking at which we created same level of thinking at which we created 

Where do we start?Where do we start?

same level of thinking at which we created same level of thinking at which we created 
them.”them.”

Albert EinsteinAlbert Einstein



Sustainable Consumption and Sustainable Production:
Two sides of the same coin



LEAD WARNING

Metal Toy Jewelry Sold in Vending Machines Can 
Contain Dangerous Levels of Lead.  Four toy jewelry  
importers have recalled 150 million pieces of toy 
jewelry sold in vending machines nationwide from 
January 2002 through June 2004.

San Francisco Chronicle
Thursday, September 20, 2007

Environmental groups petition U.S. to regulate air fresheners
Jane Kay, Chronicle Environment Writer



A Systems Look at Sustainable A Systems Look at Sustainable 
Production and ConsumptionProduction and Consumption

Production Consumption



The Story of Stuff The Story of Stuff 

http://www.freerangestudios.com/about-us.html



Strategic Priorities for Strategic Priorities for 
Promoting Sustainable Promoting Sustainable 

Consumption in North AmericaConsumption in North America



A Strategy is a long term plan of action designed 
to achieve a particular goal…  Strategy is 
differentiated from tactics or immediate actions 

Strategy
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

differentiated from tactics or immediate actions 
with resources at hand…  Strategy is about 
choice, which affects outcomes. 



Environmental
& social impacts

DrivingThe

Where should our strategy focus?Where should our strategy focus?

Policies &
initiatives

Driving
factors

The
players

Where do “we” come together to focus on strategy?
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“Stuff”“Stuff”

http://www.freerangestudios.com/abouthttp://www.freerangestudios.com/about--us.htmlus.html



Five strategic prioritiesFive strategic priorities

1.1. Identify, map and support local and Identify, map and support local and 
national national initiativesinitiatives. . 

2.2. Encourage Encourage national dialoguenational dialogue on SPAC.on SPAC.
3.3. Develop Develop national policy frameworknational policy framework and and 3.3. Develop Develop national policy frameworknational policy framework and and 

strategy.strategy.
4.4. Organize North American regional Organize North American regional SCP SCP 

RoundtableRoundtable. . 
5.5. Establish a Establish a Transatlantic dialogueTransatlantic dialogue. . 



1. Identify, map and support initiatives1. Identify, map and support initiatives

�� Find ways to Find ways to appreciateappreciate, encourage and support the , encourage and support the 
work being done in each country by citizens & citizen work being done in each country by citizens & citizen 
groups, business, universities, and others.groups, business, universities, and others.

�� Identify and mapIdentify and map local and national initiatives local and national initiatives 
contributing to and promoting sustainable consumption contributing to and promoting sustainable consumption 
and production in each country.and production in each country.and production in each country.and production in each country.

�� Study their dynamics, interactions, obstacles and Study their dynamics, interactions, obstacles and ways ways 
to improveto improve their individual and overall effectiveness.their individual and overall effectiveness.

�� Find ways to Find ways to supportsupport those efforts financially, technically, those efforts financially, technically, 
culturally.culturally.

�� Help expand, develop and analyze the North American Help expand, develop and analyze the North American 
Sustainable Consumption and Production Database.Sustainable Consumption and Production Database.



Resources

http://www.Toxfreehome.org

http://www.Greenanswer.org

http://nationalchildrensstudy.gov/ US Gov’t study of the environment
And children’s health

Toxics in house hold products  

Student created website on 
sustainability

http://www.freerangestudios.com/about-us.html

http://www.healthyenvironmentforkids.ca

http://nasca.icspac.net/

http://icspac.net/

Canadian website on the 
environment and Children’s health.

Home website for “The Story of
Stuff”

International NGO website on
Sustainable Production & 
Consumption

Website for NASCA



North American Sustainable North American Sustainable 
Consumption Alliance (NASCA)Consumption Alliance (NASCA)

�� Created 2001Created 2001
�� Representation at 1Representation at 1stst meetingmeeting

�� Government, NGOs, AcademiaGovernment, NGOs, Academia
From Canada, Mexico, USFrom Canada, Mexico, US�� From Canada, Mexico, USFrom Canada, Mexico, US

�� Support from CEC, Environment Canada, Support from CEC, Environment Canada, 
UMass LowellUMass Lowell



www.nasca.icspac.net

195 projects listed



NASCA PartnersNASCA Partners
Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention 
Canadian Institute for Environmental Law 
& Policy 
Center for A New American Dream 
Centre for Indigenous Environmental 
Resources 
Clean Production Action 
Colectivo Ecologista Jalisco 
Consumers Union 

International Council for Local 
Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) 

My Sustainable Canada
North American Commission for                

Environmental Cooperation 
One Earth Initiative
Product Policy Project 
Red Ambiental Juvenil de Yucatan A.C. 

(RAJY) Consumers Union 
Container Recycling Institute 
Cooperative Coffees 
Earth Day Network 
Environment Canada - National Office of 
Pollution Prevention 
Global Action Plan for the Earth 
Grassroots Recycling Network 
Green Seal 
INFORM Inc. 
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
Integrative Strategies Forum 

(RAJY) 
Secretaria de Medio Ambiente Y Recursos 

Naturales (SEMARNAT) 
Statistics Canada 
Terrachoice Environmental Services Inc. 
United Nations Environment Programme 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Universidad Anáhuac de Xalapa 
University of Massachusetts Lowell (Program 
for the Practice of Sustainability) 
University of Sonora 
World YWCA 
Worldwatch Institute 



NASCA PotentialNASCA Potential

�� Provides an infrastructure for future Provides an infrastructure for future 
collaborative activitiescollaborative activities

�� Play a role in the development of a Play a role in the development of a 
cooperative regional framework for cooperative regional framework for cooperative regional framework for cooperative regional framework for 
sustainable consumption and productionsustainable consumption and production



2. Encourage national dialogue2. Encourage national dialogue

�� We all need to better understand and respond to the We all need to better understand and respond to the 
need and need and challengechallenge of sustainable consumption and of sustainable consumption and 
production.production.

�� We need to inform ourselves and talk to each other.We need to inform ourselves and talk to each other.
�� Our future depends on understanding and addressing Our future depends on understanding and addressing �� Our future depends on understanding and addressing Our future depends on understanding and addressing 

the the forces drivingforces driving our major environmental and social our major environmental and social 
problems.problems.

�� To understand SPAC is not “jargon” but the To understand SPAC is not “jargon” but the solutionsolution..
�� Not an “issue” but a Not an “issue” but a national prioritynational priority and objective.and objective.



PerspectivesPerspectives



3. Develop national policy framework3. Develop national policy framework

�� Governments needs to work its way through the Governments needs to work its way through the 
jungle of competing and shortjungle of competing and short--term interests.term interests.

�� Develop and Develop and coordinate policiescoordinate policies addressing the addressing the 
new challenges and opportunities of the century.new challenges and opportunities of the century.

�� With solutions aimed at the With solutions aimed at the rootsroots of the nation’s of the nation’s �� With solutions aimed at the With solutions aimed at the rootsroots of the nation’s of the nation’s 
problems, not simply the immediate impacts.problems, not simply the immediate impacts.

�� Mobilizing and supporting the Mobilizing and supporting the movementsmovements of of 
citizens and organizations with that vision.citizens and organizations with that vision.

�� Move from framework to strategy to Move from framework to strategy to 
implementationimplementation..



Sustainable development strategiesSustainable development strategies
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4. Organize regional public SCP 4. Organize regional public SCP 
RoundtableRoundtable

�� Focus on the Focus on the needneed, , challengechallenge and and opportunityopportunity of of 
sustainable consumption and production of sustainable consumption and production of 
countries and the region.countries and the region.

�� Review and Review and showcase the movementshowcase the movement of citizens,  of citizens,  
organizations and initiatives addressing this organizations and initiatives addressing this 
challenge.challenge.challenge.challenge.

�� Acknowledge our impactAcknowledge our impact on the rest of the world.on the rest of the world.
�� Explore ways of Explore ways of working togetherworking together, sharing., sharing.
�� LinkingLinking our dialogue with similar regional our dialogue with similar regional 

dialogues  taking place around the world.dialogues  taking place around the world.
�� Develop North American regional framework for Develop North American regional framework for 

cooperationcooperation





North America leaves the biggest markNorth America leaves the biggest mark

Available Biocapacity Per Capita [ha] 



Business Week January 29, 2007 



New York Times, 9/15/07



Statement produced by participants of the experts w orkshop "Towards a North American Framework for 
Achieving Sustainable Production and Consumption," in Washington, DC on May 31 - June 1, 2005 

Time for North America 

It is time for North Americans to join the global dialogue and take the necessary action to make our 
countries' production and consumption practices sustainable. Leadership on sustainability is needed at 
all levels, from the local to national and international. We call on decision makers and our fellow 
citizens to take responsibility and action as globa l citizens to create and support a culture and citizens to take responsibility and action as globa l citizens to create and support a culture and 
economic system based on sustainable policies and p ractices. 

Despite many obstacles, the idea of sustainability is gradually taking root around the world. As a 
framework balancing social, environmental and econo mic priorities, sustainability offers a 
means towards achieving a better quality of life fo r everyone, including future generations. In 
turn, there is a growing understanding that global security depends on sustainable development. 
Standing out among the world's regions in its leade rship role within the global economy, North 
America has a unique opportunity as well as respons ibility in taking the lead on sustainability . 

Yet in North America, as well as in other regions, sustainability remains on the sidelines of 
education, government and corporate policymaking. M any citizens and officials remain unaware 
or undecided about the necessity of sustainability.  At the same time, advertising and mass media 
portray the "good life" as an endless shopping spre e with no costs or consequences and no 
meaningful alternatives. 

http://icspac.net/



5. Establish a Trans5. Establish a Trans--Atlantic dialogueAtlantic dialogue

�� We also need to talk with the rest of the We also need to talk with the rest of the 
world.world.

�� A TransA Trans--Atlantic Dialogue would allow us Atlantic Dialogue would allow us 
to to exchange ideasexchange ideas and experience, and experience, 
collaborationscollaborations and partnerships aiming and partnerships aiming collaborationscollaborations and partnerships aiming and partnerships aiming 
beyond our economic competitive aims.beyond our economic competitive aims.



So..So..

These are exciting times:These are exciting times:
�� We are at a “Tipping Point”We are at a “Tipping Point”
�� There are lots of SCP initiatives/projects There are lots of SCP initiatives/projects 

ongoing in North Americaongoing in North Americaongoing in North Americaongoing in North America
�� We need to connect them to each otherWe need to connect them to each other
�� Then to the rest of the world.Then to the rest of the world.
�� And you are all part of the movement!And you are all part of the movement!



And…And…



Resources

http://www.Toxfreehome.org

http://www.Greenanswer.org

http://nationalchildrensstudy.gov/ US Gov’t study of the environment
And children’s health

Toxics in house hold products  

Student created website on 
sustainability

http://www.freerangestudios.com/about-us.html

http://www.healthyenvironmentforkids.ca

http://nasca.icspac.net/

http://icspac.net/

Canadian website on the 
environment and Children’s health.

Home website for “The Story of
Stuff”

International NGO website on
Sustainable Production & 
Consumption

Website for NASCA


