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Lesser Slave Lake
Health Study

A Summary Report

This Summary Report was prepared in parmership with the
Lesser Slave Lake Indian Regional Council and Health Canada

Health  Santé
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Hazardous Waste: Disrupted Lives
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First Nation perspectives on the Alberta Special
Waste Treatment Centre at Swan Hills

Ginger Gibson

Environmental Health Sciences Program, University of Alberta and
Rutgers University Center for Environmental Communication
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“9J BOVAR Inc.

September 26, 2000

Ms. Jule Asterisk )
High Prairie Environmental Action Committee
Box 958

High Prairie, AB TOG 1E0

Dear Ms. Asterisk:

Re: Request for Information

An article in the September 13, 2000 issue of the High Prairie .South Pe'ace Neu:':
indicated that a Mr. Doug Badger of the Regional Enviropmgntal Action (_Zommmee wog
be attending a national conference on environmental action in Nova Scotia on September

27.

i i i t the Regional Environmental Action
AR would like to learn a little bit more abou : !
ggr:minee and its President, Mr. Badger and would be grateful if you could forward this

information to the following:

Mr. John Kuziak

President & CEO

BOVAR Inc.

4 Manning Close NE

Calgary, AB T2E 7N5

Ph: (403) 235-8361

Fax: (403) 248-3567

e-mail: john_kuziak@bovar.com

Thank you for your attention to this request.

Sincerp{T,
BOVAR Inc.

\ (
renna M. Wary
Executive Assistant

/bmw

)
X/

ili i Alberta T2P 3R3
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 6620, Postal Station D, Calgary, ! :
Business Address: 4 Marlm?ng Close N.E., Calgary, Alberta T2E 7N5 Telephone: (403) 235-8300 Fax: (403) 248-3306

Towns must be ready  more minor |

for change in order
to grow and diversify

economy

by R.H. MacLachlan

Towns south of Ed-
monton generally have
dong a better job of div
sifying their economic
bases than towns north of
the capital, according 1o
Ted Chambers, of the
Western  Centre  for
Econamic Research.
ganization re-
viewed the economic his-
tory over the period 1986
to 1996 of 105 communi-
ties in Alberta with a pop-
ulation of between 1,000
and 15.000.

The study correspond-
ed with the 1991 and 1996
census years.

While towns closer to
the southern part of the
province were generally
in a better position to
diversify their economic
base.  Athabasca
noted as one of the more
fortunate northern places,
Chambers said.

That community has
the administrative offices
and support system for
Athabasca  University,
which, regardless of the
pro-
vides a stable economic

Continued on Page 3
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Bovar gives up Swan Hills plant

by R.H. MacLachlan

and Bruce Thomas

Bovar Inc. is giving
the Swan Hills hazardous
treatment  plant
back to the Alberta
Government which has
already spent over $440
million over the past 13
years on the plant.

Despite recent denials
from both company and
government sources, on
Thursday it was
announced that Bovar
was getting out of the
controversial Swan Hills
plant and that the provin-
cial government would
appoint an administrator
io continue to operate the

waste

scope printing

~& publishing

S p)
Hecrttion
Wares,

Foracasts by
Environment Canada

Not much sun over the next few days,

but daytime temperatures will be nice
Saturday: Cloudy, wind gusts up 1o 60; High 7
Sunday: 40% risk of showers; Low -3, High 12
Monday: Mix of sun and cloud: Low -4, High 15
Tuesday: Mainly cloudy; Low - 4, High 13
Normals for this period: Low -4, High 9

facility for at least a year.

Premier Ralph Klein
first hinted at a gathering
in High Prairie that the
Swan Hills plant might
close, but later his office
denied that he had said
anything like that

At the same time,
Bovar  president John
Kuziak denied any plans
to close and said the com-
pany was working hard to

Two nabbed
with cocaine

Cocaine with an esti-
mated street value of
$6,000 was found in a
vehicle stopped on High-
way 2 near Kinuso on

Tuesday, according to
RCMP.

Faust RCMP and
Lesser Slave Lake Re-

gional Police stopped the
vehicle and executed a
search warrant which
uncovered two ounces of
cocaine.

A Kinuso area man,
age 46, and a 48-year-old
man from Driftpile have
been charged with posses-
sion of cocaine for the
purpose of trafficking

Bovar president

says Albertans
should be proud

of Swan Hills plant
Story on Page 5
e e
get contracts to dispose of
more wastes.

Klein has also been
saying over the past sev-

eral weeks that the
provincial  government
would not give any

money to subsidize the
facility which he said had
done a good job in ridding
Alberta of PCBs

But on  Thursday,

besides  the  sudden

announcement that Bovar
would hand the plant over

to the province at the end
of this year, Environment
Minister Halvar Jonson
was reported as confirm-
ing that he had offered
Bovar S84 million to
operate the plant for the
next two years.

This arrangement con-
tradicts statements report-
ed in Scope October 7 by
Bovar's president and
CEOQ John Kuziak to the
effect that he knew noth-
ing about a subsidy to
keep the plamt open E

Jonson has been quot-
ed as saying that haz-
ardous waste treatment is
a “key service” which
must be provided and he

Continued on Back Page
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Slave Lake Lakeside Leader, Wednesday, November 19, 2003

Sounding off

about Swan Hills

Slave Lake
resident
speaks up on
hazardous
waste
shipping at
Montreal
conference

Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

Jule Asterisk isn’t sure
how much impact she had
at a recent NAFTA con-
ference on the transpor-
tation of hazardous
waste. But the Regional
Environmental  Action
Committee member cer-
tainly got in her two bits’
worth.

“I know they heard
me,” says Asterisk, just
back from the Montreal
meeting of the Commis-

“I know they heard
me. I stuck mr
hand up a lot.”
Jule Asterisk

sion for Environmental
Cooperation (CEC), a
body created under
NAFTA to deal with envi-
ronmental issues be-
tween Canada, the US.A
and Mexico. “I stuck my
hand up a lot.”
Asterisk was at the con-
ference at the invitation
of the CEC to provide a
perspecuve on ‘citizen’s
issues.’ She wasn't asked
to make a

there wasn't much ques-
tioning of the wisdom of
shipping hazardous
waste, or of alternatives.
“I made a big ruckus
about the idea of
‘fast-tracking trans-
boundary shipment,” she
says. “I reminded them
we are living in an area of
contamination, where
you can't eat wild meat in
e radius.”

it was interesting and
worthwhile, and she
hopes she can attend
monesuchmeenngs

“I'm hoping in
thusmmld:dn‘lblnquy
chang

agair
The Regional Environ-
mental Action Commit-
tee, uf which Asterisk is a

Env:mnment Canada
talked much about im-
proving reg'ulatmy pro-
cesses  with bli

eliminating waste at its
snurce is the right way to
the

technologies, which As-
terisk thinks is beside the
point. She told them, and

else who was lis-
tening, that they should
be talking about reducing
hazardous waste at its
source. Another point she
raised was that records
should be kept of areas af-
fected by spills and re-

Asterisk suggested that

so she made the most of
the question and answer
sessmm Coming from an
a downhill from a haz-
fardous waste treatment
plant, she had a few
points to make that she
ought the “people be-
|hind desks” needed to
hear. All the more so, As-
terisk says, because
thnse issues were not
aised by anyone else. In-

daed, the bulk of the pre-
sentations seemed to be
about how to make the
trans-border shipping of
hazardous wastes more
efficient. Safer too, of
course, but Asterisk says

since

sometimes fail, the pro-
gram should have an
emergency operations
plan. She also raised the
point that “because the
transportation of hazard-
ous materials is inher-
ently dangerous, distance

formal response to her
contribution to the con-
ference. She did, how-

good questions. She says

go,

need for l:ransporlatron of
the waste to facilities
such as the one at Swan
Hills.

ommission for
nvironmental Cooperation
bf North America

omisién para la
ooperacidn Ambiental
e América del Norte

ommission de
oopération environnementale
He I'Amérique du Nord

Montreal, 22 December 2003

Ms. Jule Asterisk

Secretary

Regional Environmental Action Commitee
1008 - 14th Ave. SE

Slave Lake, Alberta TOG 2A3

Canada

Re: Crossing the Border: Opportunities to Improve Tracking of
Transboundary Shipments in North America

Dear Ms. Jule Asterisk:

On behalf of the Commission for Environmental Cooperation, I want to
thank you for participating in the CEC’s workshop, “A North American
Approach to the Environmental Sound Management and Tracking of
Hazardous Wastes and Recyclables.” .
Enclosed is the CEC draft report, “Crossing the Border: Opportunities to
Improve Tracking of Transboundary Shipments in North America,” which
we discussed at that workshop. We would welcome your comments on
any aspect of this report by 16 February 2004. The draft report will also be
available for public comment on our web site at the beginning of January.
All comments we receive will be posted on our web site until 15 March
2004.

Once we complete this report, we will begin examining the technologies
and systems currently being considered for hazardous waste tracking in
North America and the capacity building needs of Mexico.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please do not hesitate to call
me at (514) 350-4334 or e-mail me at <twhitehouse@ccemtl.org> if you
have any questions about any aspect of our work.

Sincerely,

WA e

Tim Whitehouse
Head, Law and Policy program

393, rue St-Jacques Ouest, bureau 200, Montréal [Québec] Canada H2Y IN9 « T [514] 350-4300 « F [514) 350-4314 * www.cec.or)
. \
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